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Courtroom wizardry is natural for magician

GREGORY VICTOROFT

£ including
Western Reserve and Capitol Univer.
sities In Ohio.

Haley and Victorof! also outclassed
other aspiring student-lawyers to win
first and second place, respectively,

for best advocate.

“CSU TEAMS IN the past have
been every bit as good as we were,
but tuck was on our side,”” sald Victo-
roff. 'And maybe a little magic.”

The son of Dr. and Mrs. Victor Vie-

beforel]m'ymntmlndmuichm
hiz sleeve when he pulled off his lat-
est big win in Toronto.

Although mind-reading ts one of his
speciaities, he didn't practice it on
the Moot Court panel there, he says.
In fact, with coaching ftom the
team’s faculty advisors, Amm Aldrich
and Jeft Olson, he played down the
sleight-of-hand gestures and flam-
boyant thestrics in getting his act to-
gether for this judicious andience.

"]l THOUGHT AFTER watching
Perry Mason that you go into the
courtroom and put on a show,’’ he re-
flects on his early impression.

And with his professional expe-
rience and background as a theater
major at Beloit College in Wisconsin,
he could have done just that,

Instead, he learned that the judges
want a slow, deliberste presentation.

the restraint It took
to being in a straight jacket.
BUT HIS GENIUS as a magiclan

dents.havewtyet
little more than two

sesrch it and write their brief.

“The difference was made up by
our advisors,” Victoroff maintains,
particularly crediting Ms. Aldrich,

be the weaker side, the environmen-
wlstviewpo!nt That, of course, paid

So did the practice rounds the
team heid before several prominent
Greater Cleveland sttorneys who vol-
unteered their time to critique them.

"It was a very intimidating expe-
rience,” Victoroff recalls. ‘“We were
just law students, and they were es-
tablished attorneys playing devil's
advocates. They were tougher than
any judges In the actual

room triumphs still fresh, Victoroff
s instilling a new sort of magic Into

the street law course he conducts for
students at Cleveland’'s John F. Ken-
nedy High School. It is one of several
given by CSU law students st high
achools throughout the coumty.

“The potential for future lawyers
in these street law programs is tre-
mendous,” he says. ‘It puts law as a

undergraduate degree.

WHILE HRE. HASN'T performed as
& magiclan since entering law
school, Victoroff still keeps up with
his tricks privately. And someday he
hopes to entertain again. Some of
this city’s best magicians are law-
yers, he clalms.

“There's nothing that can really
match the feeling of going into & chil-
dren’s ward of a hospital and per-
forming for them,” he says. ‘“When
you see children who may never
walk again or are severely burned,
and you can make them smile and
Isugh, then you know magic truly
exists."




